April 11, 1983 LB 158

PRESI DENT: Senator Barrett.

SENATOR BARRETT: Thank you, M. President, and nmenbers

I have offered the amendnents to LB 158 in the spirit

of conpromi se. There have been sone concerns lately
which admttedly | share that LB 158 as introduced re-
presents too sharp an increase in the worknen's com
penstion benefits for a one week period. As introduced

by Senator Witala, LB 158 would increase the nmaxi mnum
weekly benefits from 4180 to 4215 as descri bed by Senator
Witala, which represent about a 19.4 percent increase.
Now anendnents would limt the increase from..onthe

maxi mum from 4180 per week to 4200 per week, which is
still over 11 percent increase. The anendnents woul d

mai ntain the current mninumbenefit |evel at 449 as
opposed to the figure called for in LB 158 which is 484.
This means that if an enpl oyee receives | ess than 449 per
week and is ingured in a work related accident, his
weekly benefit anounts would equal his wages. | recognize
as Senator Witala has pointed out so well that naxi mum
benefits for workmen's conpensation related accidents

have not been increased since 1979, but | al so recognize
that the econonic outl ook for business in Nebraska has

not been the brightest lately, nakin% this a very poor tinme
to additionally burden enployers with excessive worknen' s
conpensation costs. | offer these anendnents with these
factors in mind. These anendnents are intended to strike
a fair bal ance between the needs of enployers who are
ingured in work related accidents and the financia
realities which are today confronting our enployers in
Nebraska. | think it is a fair amendnent. It is equitable
I would urge the body to support the anendnent, Thank
you, Mr. President.

PRESI DENT: The Chair recogni zes Senator Hefner

SENATOR HEFNER: M. President and nenbers of the body,

I rise to support the Barrett amendment. | think it is

a fair one. 1 think it is a conpromise. | think it is

a conprom se that industry and busi ness and ot her enpl oyers
can live with. | think we all realize that worknen's

conp should be increased a little, but the first proposa
or the original bill was nearly a 20 percent increase

and certainly it is over a four-year period probably

but it costs business or enployers a | ot of extra bucks
inthe first year and | think that this is a very drastic
increase. As the amendnent is proposed, it is approximtely
an 11 percent increase and | think that the enpl oyers can
live wth this. | want to call out to you that we are in
difficult economic times. There are sone businesses that
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